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were strictly legal, however much they might be
opposed to the spirit of the constitution, and they
were therefore defended by the majority of the
lawyers from choice rather than compulsion. In law,
Charles was completely justified in reviving and
extending the ancient forest jurisdictions, and in
punishing all who had, in the last two or three
hundred years, encroached upon them; in compelling
all who possessed estates of the value of ^40 or
upwards, to receive knighthood, and to pay the con-
sequent fees or fines due for previous neglect of the
law ; and in fining those whose titles to their lands
were invalid. Even the revival of monopolies,
although they had been declared illegal by Act of
Parliament, might possibly be defended. But despite
all the devices which were adopted to raise money,
the financial position of the king remained weak,
until the ingenuity of Noy, the Attorney-General,
appeared to have found a never-failing source of
income. In the course of his antiquarian researches,
that most industrious of lawyers discovered that, in
the dim ages of the past the Crown had issued writs
to the cities and counties on the coast, requiring them
to provide vessels for the royal needs, and he sug-
gested that this ancient right might be utilised once
more. If very large ships were demanded, their
supply would be impossible, and a rrrmey contribution
might be exacted instead. Thus the king would
be able to tax a large portion of his realm, while
theoretically observing the constitution, and he would
be justified not merely in law, but by the actual
state of the navy, owing to the weakness of which